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CANONIZING ABOL-TABOL , THE FIRST NONSENSICAL CHILDREN’S LITERATURE IN INDIA: A DISCUSSION
Dr. Subhashis Banerjee
Abstract:
The genre of children's literature has always held a special place in literary traditions worldwide, and in India, Abol-Tabol  by Sukumar Ray is recognized as a pioneering work in nonsensical children's literature. Published in 1923, Abol-Tabol is a collection of whimsical poems, brimming with fantastical characters and absurd narratives that captivated generations of readers. This paper examines the cultural and historical significance of Abol-Tabol arguing for its place in the literary canon. Through an analysis of its themes, linguistic creativity, and socio-political undertones, this paper explores how Abol-Tabol challenged conventional literary norms and offered a fresh perspective on creativity in children's literature. Additionally, the paper situates Abol-Tabol within the broader context of Indian literature, assessing its enduring legacy and relevance in modern times.
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