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Abstract:
India displays enormous asymmetry characteristics, and the treatment of states under Indian federalism is based on the principle that some states are more equal and unequal than others. Unlike other sub-national units, there are special pro-visions and powers extended to the states like Nagaland, Mizoram and others in omnibus article 371. Concerns have been raised regarding the unequal representation of the states in the Upper House of the Indian Parliament. This is the case of political asymmetry, which is based on the territorial and demographic sizes of the constituent units. However, smaller states like Mizoram, Nagaland and Goa have only one seat in the Upper House, which furthers inter-state inequalities. Larger states with more representation in the Upper house continue to dominate the proceedings of the Parliament. The glaring gap between India’s three most prosperous states and the three poorest states has increased. Falling fertility rates among the southern states of India are leading to their slow rate of population growth than the northern states of India. Yet, the central government have been allocating funds and resources to the states for quite a long time based on the population figures from the Census of 1971. This practice facilitates interstate migration from impoverished northern states to prosperous southern and western states of India by establishing disparities in wealth and demography among the states, putting fiscal pressure on the rich and less populous states of the south. Such inequalities throw another level of challenge to India’s federal design in addressing the issues of taxes, fiscal transfers, issue of migration and others.The paper attempts to investigate what factual inequalities exist between sub-national units in India (regarding territorial size, population size, economic strength, etc.) and how are they reflected in their scope of autonomous sub-national decision-making?
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