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Abstract:
Impelled by an ambition to study the root causes of the present-day eco-crisis, the paper is an attempt to analyse the history of anthropocentrism and the denunciation of the same by the post-Independence Indian English novelists with special reference to the selected works of Anita Desai, Kamala Markandaya and Ruskin Bond. Anthropocentrism is considered have attained a state of primacy in the present-day scenario of eco-crisis. It is interesting to find out how the Bible advocates for the human supremacy over nature which believes it to exist to serve only human needs. Aristotle suggested that nature has made all animals for the sake of man. Rene Descartes has indicated that human beings only can use language and thus it has the rationale to control all species including trees and animals. After the Independence, the Indian government started erecting heavy industries and big dams in the name of development. But a careful study on the government policies reveals that they did not encourage social development but anthropocentric development. The exponential growth in human population and the reckless exploitation of natural resources for the benefit of mankind has been exposed by prominent Indian English novelists like Kamala Markandaya, Anita Desai and Ruskin Bond.  And they try to make the world less unjust by sensitizing humans to refrain from damaging existing natural biogeocenosis.  
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