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ABSTRACT:
This paper examines the 1794 report of Captain Thomas Welsh, an official of the East India Company, as a crucial colonial document on late Ahom-era Assam. Prepared under the directives of Lord Cornwallis and later addressed to Sir John Shore, the report provides insights into the political, administrative, military, and economic structures of the Ahom kingdom. Using a critical historical approach, this study analyses Welsh’s observations on monarchy, aristocracy, the paik system, and resource production. It also evaluates the biases inherent in colonial knowledge production. By engaging with existing historiography on Assam, the paper situates Welsh’s narrative within broader colonial interests in trade and governance. The study argues that while Welsh’s account remains a valuable primary source, it must be interpreted cautiously, as it reflects both empirical observations and imperial motivations.
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